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New Zealand’s Disability 
Convention Report

This Easy Read booklet is about the report and 
how to have your say
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What is New Zealand’s Disability Convention report about?
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The United Nations has a set of rules called The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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It is also called an easier name. The easier name is The Disability Convention.
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The Disability Convention sets out rules that countries have to follow.
[image: image6.wmf]The Disability Convention says disabled people:
· have the same rights as all other people 
· must be treated well 
· have the same chance to do things as all other people
· have a good life.
The New Zealand Government has signed to say that New Zealand:
· [image: image7.wmf]agrees with the rules of the Disability Convention
· will make changes to make sure disabled people:
· have the same rights as other people 
· are treated well 
· have the same chance to do things as other people

· have a good life.
The New Zealand Government is writing a report to give to the United Nations.
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This report will tell the United Nations how the New Zealand Government is:
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supporting disabled people
· making changes to make life better for disabled people.
Can I see the report?
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YES

You can read the full report by going to the Office for Disability Issues website on: http://haveyoursay.odi.govt.nz
Can I say what I think?
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YES
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You can have your say about the report. 
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AFTER disabled people have had their say the report will be sent to the United Nations.
About this booklet
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This booklet has been written by the New Zealand Government to:
· tell you what is in the report
· ask you some questions to make the report better.
[image: image15.wmf]The full report has information about lots of areas of life.  We have picked 3 areas from the report to tell you about and ask what you think. We think these areas will    be the ones the United Nations will want to talk about. This booklet is about these 3 areas.

The 3 areas are:
1. [image: image16.wmf]supports to help disabled people at home and in the community
2. [image: image17.wmf]getting around and having information in ways that are right for you
3. [image: image18.wmf]jobs – getting and keeping a job.
[image: image19.wmf]We want to know what you think to 
help us make the report better
Area 1
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Supports to help disabled people at home 
and in the community
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The Government pays for different types of supports to help disabled people:
· have a good life at home
· get out and about in the community.
[image: image22.wmf]Some supports that are paid for are:
· [image: image23.wmf]Changes to the inside of disabled peoples’ homes 
to make things easier
· [image: image24.wmf]Aids to help disabled people communicate
· Aids to help disabled people get around
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· Support to help disabled people live as 
independently as possible
· [image: image26.wmf]Money to help with the extra costs disabled people have - like the cost of taxi vans. 
[image: image27.wmf]The Government is trying to make it better for disabled people to have more choice and control over their support. 
Here are the questions we would like you to answer so we can make the report better.
1. What kind of support helps you at home?
2. What kind of support could work better to help you at home? 

3. What kind of support helps you get out and about in your community?
4. What kind of support could work better to help you get out and about in your community?

5. What things would you change to make it easier for you to do more things at home for yourself?
6. What things would you change to make it easier for you to get out and about in your community?

7. [image: image28.wmf]How would you make these changes happen?
8. Is there anything else that you think needs to change to make things better for disabled people at home and in the community?
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Getting about and having information 

that is right for you
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We know it is often hard for disabled people to be able to get to places and have information that is helpful.
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· To find a job, you might need support.
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· To go to a concert you need to be able to get into the building.
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· To sign an agreement you need to be able to read.
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There are laws in New Zealand that say disabled people should be able to:
· get into public buildings

· be able to use public areas

· be able to use public transport.
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BUT we know it is still hard for disabled people to:
· get out and about in their communities
· get into the places they want to go

· have information in that is helpful
· be able to live a good life.
[image: image36.wmf]We think it is very important to make things better for disabled people. 
We need to know all the things that make it hard. We need to know what to do to make things better. 
Here are the questions we would like you to answer so we can make the report better.

1. [image: image37.wmf]What helps you get out and about in your community?

2. What could be changed to make it easier for you to get out and about?

3. How would you make these changes?

4. What makes information helpful to you?
5. What could be changed to make getting helpful information easier?

6. How could you make these changes?

7. What else would you like to see happen to make things better for disabled people to get to the places they go to?
8. What else would you like to see happen to make things better for disabled people to get information that is helpful?
Area 3
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Jobs – getting and keeping a job
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Disabled people have the same rights, responsibilities and safeguards at work as other people.
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The Government gives different types of support to disabled people so they can get and keep a job. Three examples of support are:
1. [image: image41.wmf]support to get a job from services like Workbridge
2. [image: image42.png]


money to help with the cost of getting to and from work 
3. money to make changes to the workplace to make it easier for you to do your job
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BUT we know it is still hard for disabled people to get and keep a job.

[image: image44.wmf]We think it could be because of things like:
· employers not wanting to give disabled people a job
· disabled young people not having the chance to  try different jobs while at school by having work experience

· employers finding it hard to make the right changes in the workplace

· disabled people not getting the right kind of support.
Here are the questions we would like you to answer so we can make the report better.

1. If you have a job now what kind of support helps you do your job?

2. If you do not have a job now what kind is support would help you get a job?
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How can we provide more chances for disabled people to get and keep a job?

4. What else could be done to make getting and keeping a job easier for disabled people?
Thank you, you have answered all the questions. 
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Other organisations are also doing reports

 to the United Nations
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Disabled People’s Organisations 
[image: image48.wmf]The Government has given money to a group of Disabled Person’s Organisations to put a report together on how disabled people think their rights are being met.
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They have been talking to disabled people to find out what life is like. What disabled people have said will be put into a report.
We think Disabled People’s Organisations will put some things from this report and other information into a report to the United Nations.
The Human Rights Commission 
The Human Rights Commission is also writing a report. 

Their report will be ready in 2011.
When will the Government report be given to the United Nations?
The New Zealand Government will be speaking to the United Nations in late 2011 or 2012.

Disabled people from New Zealand will also speak to the United Nations.

Have your say. Tell us what you think

Thank you for reading this booklet. We want to hear from you about the questions in this booklet. 


There are different ways you can have your say. 
To be part of the electronic discussion and to answer the questions you can go online to the Office for Disability Issues website http://haveyoursay.odi.govt.nz
To put your answers in writing you can write to: 
Attention: Gail Cooper

Office for Disability Issues

P O Box 1556

Wellington


If you would like to go to a meeting and give your answers you can email odi@msd.govt.nz

If you want to attend a meeting

We have arranged meetings with different groups of people and in different places. You are welcome to come, but you will be able to send us your views whether you get to a meeting or not. 

Wellington Region


Monday 15 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am, 
Level 3, Ministry of Social Development, Bowen Street, Wellington

Pacific Disabled People

Tuesday 16 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am,
Pataka Conference room, Porirua

Canterbury Region


Thursday 18 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am
Christchurch Netball venue, Christchurch

Otago and Southland Region
Friday 19 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am
Otago Museum, Dunedin

Mental Health Consumers
Wednesday 24 November, 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm,
Freeman’s Bay Community Hall, Auckland

Mäori Disabled People

Thursday 25 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am 
Auckland Airport marae, Auckland

Auckland Region


Thursday 25 November, 1:30 to 3:30 pm
Western Springs Garden Hall, Auckland

Intellectually Disabled People
Monday 29 November, 9:30 to 11:30 am, Level 3, Ministry of Social Development, Bowen Street, Wellington
Hawkes Bay
 Open Forum
Thursday 2 December, 6.00 to 8.00 pm, Hawkes Bay Deaf Club

This booklet was translated to Easy Read by People First New Zealand Inc.
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