[image: image1.jpg]office for Disability issues




Office for Disability Issues
Email update – June 2010
This email is a regular update from the Office for Disability Issues on our work and recent disability-related news.  Previous email updates are on our website at: 

http://www.odi.govt.nz/resources/publications/e-mail-update.html
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Part one: Office for Disability Issues and government news.

01: Message from Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for Disability Issues.
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The Ministerial Committee

Our meeting of the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues on 18 May showed keen interest from Ministers and senior officials for government to step up its performance to improve disabled people’s lives. 

It was pleasing to hear Peter Hughes, Chief Executive of the Ministry of Social Development, report on meetings of the Chief Executives’ Group on Disability Issues. As chair of that Group, Peter will attend each Ministerial Committee meeting. 

The group is working with agencies to get a better co-ordinated work programme across government on disability issues. They also aim to identify where better action can be prioritised. As the Social Services Select Committee inquiry into the quality of care and service provision report noted in 2008, while there has been lots of activity by government agencies on disability issues, disabled people and their families say they are not experiencing significant improvement in their lives. 

Budget initiatives

Ministers were pleased to note that Budget 2010 prioritised initiatives supporting disabled people. 

These include three initiatives that will strength New Zealand’s leadership role on disability issues. Over three years, funding is provided for:

· $1.5 million to help promote design standards for homes that are accessible over a person's lifetime 

· $2.34 million to help promote, protect and monitor the rights of people with disabilities in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (involving the Human Rights Commission, the Ombudsmen, and disabled people’s organisations)
· $3 million for a public awareness campaign to change attitudes and behaviours that limit opportunities of disabled people.
More information at:

www.odi.govt.nz/whats-happening/
Also, I was pleased to announce an extra $93 million for Health-funded disability support services over the next four years. This includes:

· $25.5 million for home and community support services
· $3.4 million for other disability support services
· $21 million for residential services for people with intellectual disabilities.
· $7.9 million for supported independent living.

· $2.7 million for respite care. 

More information at:

www.beehive.govt.nz/release/93+million+more+disability+support+services
Other points of interest

Two other items, the Ministerial Committee discussed, show interesting and practical action happening to improve services for disabled people and families.

One is the Ministry of Health’s new model for disability supports. It responds to several recommendations in the Government response to the Social Services Select Committee inquiry report, such as increasing disabled people’s choice and control over disability supports, allowing more flexibility in how funding is allocated, and introducing a local area co-ordination type service. 

The other is the Review of Special Education. We heard how there has been a large number of submissions received during the consultation round. Government will consider recommendations from the Review later this year. 

The Ministerial Committee will be following both initiatives, and looking at how there can be more alignment and consistency in approaches for disability supports. 

I am committed to having disabled people’s organisation part of every Ministerial Committee meeting, where possible. At this meeting, we heard from disabled people’s organisations who are leading a programme to monitor rights of disabled people (this is being funded as one of the Budget 2010 initiatives).

Read more about the monitoring rights of disabled people at:
www.odi.govt.nz/what-we-do/un-convention
Mauriora!

Na Tariana

02: Pasifika Church Disability Toolkit.
On 20 May 2010 the Lu’i Ola church disability toolkit was launched by the Minister for Pacific Island Affairs Hon. Georgina Te HeuHeu. The toolkit is to help Pacific churches include disabled people in the church community such as events, activities and church services.

An information manual, a training workbook and promotional materials as well as a DVD will all be part of the toolkit. Some of these resources will be translated into Pacific languages and the toolkit will be circulated to Pacific church communities in the Auckland region

For more information:
www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/indexmh/disability-keyprojects-pacific. 

Part two: Consultations 

03: Auckland Social Policy Forum Discussion Document –Feedback Period Extended. 

The feedback period on the Auckland Social Policy Forum has been extended through until Monday 21 June 2010. This is to ensure community organisations and individuals who are still completing their discussions and preparing feedback have the opportunity for their views and ideas to be heard. 

Feedback can be sent to:

Email:
aucklandsocialpolicyforum@msd.govt.nz 

Contact:
Auckland Social Policy Forum Feedback 

Ministry of Social Development Regional Policy - Auckland Office 



Private Bag 68-911 



Newton 



Auckland 1143 

For more information:
www.beehive.govt.nz/release/feedback+sought+auckland+social+policy+forum 

04: Specialist Education Services for Deaf and Hearing Impaired Children.

The Ministry for Education is seeking feedback on a discussion paper about the service delivery arrangements to better meet the needs of deaf and hearing impaired children. 

This will be of interest to parents, schools, advocacy groups and service providers with an interest in dead education.

The closing date for submissions is 5 pm Monday 28 June 2010.

For more information:
www.minedu.govt.nz/theMinistry/Consultation/DeafEducationDiscussion.aspx
05: Skills for Wellbeing, 2020. 

“Skills for Wellbeing, 2020” is a proposed workforce development framework for social services and community building. Feedback is needed from people, organisations and networks interested in the wellbeing of people and communities on a 10-year strategy for the social services and community sector and workforce.
The Discussion Document with links to online feedback forms can be downloaded at Social Services ITO.

For more information:

Jac Lynch
Email: jac.lynch@socialservicesito.org.nz
Phone: 0800 558 558
Website: www.socialservices.org.nz
06: Human Rights Commission - draft chapter on the Rights of Disabled People.

The Human Rights Commission is updating its Status Report and Action plan to reflect the human rights issues of 2010, what has improved and what still needs improving.

A draft of the chapter on “The Rights of Disabled People” is now available for comment and feedback. The draft disability chapter or a summary is available in alternative formats including:

· Easy Read English, together with an explanation on the status report 

· New Zealand Sign Language: live on the HRC website and on DVD

· Braille and audio tape (both cassette and DVD)

· Te Reo Māori.

The consultation period will run until Friday 9 July 2010.

As part of the consultation the Human Rights Commission and Auckland Disability Law are hosting a workshop for disabled people, their whanau, and people involved in the disability community to:

· Find out about the review of human rights and what it says about the rights of disabled people

· Give feedback about what is in the draft report, and what else should be added

· Get information about how to make your own submission 

· Give the Human Rights Commission information to use in their report on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Talk about how Aucklanders can be involved in writing our own report on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

When: 10am – 2pm, Tuesday 29 June (lunch will be provided)

Where: Western Springs Garden Community Hall, 956 Great North Rd.

For more information:
www.hrc.co.nz/home/hrc/humanrightsenvironment/humanrightsinnewzealandtoday/humanrightsinnewzealandtoday.php  .
07: Inland Revenue online.

Inland Revenue is consulting about changes to the tax system.

The document sets outs out a number of options for improving the administration of the tax system and making it more certain and speedy for people to interact with Inland Revenue. 
The information has been divided under useful headings: non-profit, individuals, businesses and employers, and software developers. 

You can participate in an online discussion forum and read the document. Submissions close Friday 23 July 2010.

For more information: 
www.makingtaxeasier.ird.govt.nz
Part three: Sector News 

08: Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

A number of people involved in the disability sector received a Queen’s Service Medal (QSM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2010.

Mr Mike Gourley, from Wellington, is a radio broadcaster who has done much to break down barriers for disabled people and expose disability issues to a wider audience. Born with a physical impairment, Mike served as president, for five years, of the Disabled Persons Assembly.
Mr Ian Beker, from Invercargill, has been the General Manager of Southland Disability Enterprises a large employer of people with disabilities. He also authored a book focusing on employment for people with disabilities.

Mrs Margaret Bowler, from Feilding, established the Manawatu branch of New Zealand Riding for the Disabled Association in 1990 and has been actively involved ever since. She uses her own property and horses.

Mrs Shona Bramley, from Hamilton, has been helping people with asthma and respiratory diseases through Asthma and Respiratory Care services for many years. She is a board member and is also organiser of a number of major fundraising events.

Mrs Karla Hammond, from Whakatane, is a member of Quota International Club which fundraises for local organisations including services for people with disabilities. She is involved in organising the Biennial Eve Rimmer games, a multisport event for people with disabilities and Patron of the Bay of Plenty Disabled Persons Assembly.
Margaret Townshend, from Tauranga, is prominent in community service in Paeroa Te Puna and Tauranga area for several organisations. She organises the annual appeals for Red Cross and IHC and is a past president of the Tauranga Riding for the Disabled and Plunket.
09: CCS Disability Action Make a Mother’s Day Campaign 

CCS Disability Action’s Make a Mother’s Day campaign, launched on 25 May is still running. A TV commercial illustrating the challenges that a mother with a disabled child faces each and every day is running until the end of July 2010. 

The TV commercial, can be viewed at:
www.makeamothersday.org.nz.

10: NZ Carers Alliance news

The NZ Carers Alliance, a coalition of 40+ national non-profits lobbying for improved recognition and support for carers, will meet in Wellington on Thursday 17 June 2010.

The Alliance is planning the launch of its We Care! social awareness campaign, which will give all New Zealanders an opportunity to add their voices to those of the non-profits, urging thoughtful decision-making for carers and those they support. Further details about We Care! will be announced soon.

For more information:

Email: sara@carers.net.nz
Website: http://www.carers.net.nz
11: Royal Foundation of the Blind

The Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind is seeking expressions of interest from those wishing to seek nomination in this year’s election to the Foundations Board of Directors.
For more information:

Contact: Mrs Raewyne Lovich
Phone: 09 355 6920
Email: rlovich@rnzfb.org.nz.
12: CCS Disability Action online discussion ‘Making It Work’.

CCS Disability Action has launched an online discussion forum called ‘Making It Work’ to provide a place for people with disabilities to discuss their experiences of education and employment. This is part of the ‘Journey to Work’ project initiated by CCS Disability Action and Workbridge.
For more information:

Contact: Jo Boyle
Email: comms@ccsdisabilityaction.org.nz
Website: http://makingitwork.wikispaces.com/
13: Wellington Total Mobility Card to have Braille cell

Greater Wellington Regional Council is replacing its paper based Total Mobility vouchers with a smart card containing a Braille cell.

The Braille will make it easier for people to find the correct card in their wallet and be more efficient and accurate.

Total Mobility is a subsidised taxi service.

Part four: Events and Conferences 

14: People First New Zealand forum.

An opportunity is still available to attend the People First NZ forum on “Living with the legacy of institutionalisation”. You will hear the stories of four people with learning disabilities who moved from institutions into the community.

Tuesday 22 June 2010, from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm Hamilton Airport Motor Inn, Hamilton

For more information:

Contact:
Cindy Johns
Freephone:
0800 206 070

Email: 
mail@peoplefirst.org.nz

Website: 
www.peoplefirst.org.nz/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx
15: ASENZ training and workshops

The Association for Supported Employment in New Zealand (ASENZ) is firming up their dates for training and workshops.

Rotorua: 21 and 22 June 2010. Places available.
Manakau: “Spinal Cord Impairment”, 13 and 14 July 2010. This programme has been developed and will be presented by Arron Perriam National Manager Kaleidoscope to tie in with the ACC contracts. Registrations must be in by 18th June.

ASENZ Conference 2010 – “Reaching Peal Potential” will be held in Wellington 13 and 14 September 2010. The focus is on two areas. 

· For people with disabilities it is about ‘a real job’ being one of the ways for them to reach their own peak potential.

· For Supported Employment practitioners to reach theirs, it’s about best practice, training, motivation, job satisfaction and professionalism.

For more information: www.asenz.org.nz
16: Health Promotion Forum Symposium 

Health Promotion Forum of New Zealand is holding a symposium Whānau Ora, Tamariki Ora – The Wellbeing of Families and Children on Thursday 1 and Friday 2 July 2010 in Wellington.
The four workshops are structured so all registrants will get to two workshops each day.
For the registration form, programme and more information: www.hauora.co.nz
 17: New Zealand Federation of Vocational and Support Services Conference 23-24 June 2010.
The New Zealand Federation of Vocational and Support Services (VASS) is holding their national conference in Auckland on Wednesday 23 and Thursday 24 June 2010. Registrations are now open. 

The conference theme is “Allies and Collaborators” and will explore building community networks, opportunities for collaboration and looking at ways providers can better support the people they serve. 

For more information: www.nzvass.org.nz
18: NZ Home Health Association Conference 2010.

The New Zealand Home Health Association is the industry association for providers of home support services. The NZ Home Health Association Conference has a theme of “Dollars and Sense.”
The venue is Holiday Inn, Auckland Airport, 1 - 3 September 2010.
Papers this year are on Elder Services, Standards/Quality/Audit, and Information Technology.
For more information: www.nzhha.org.nz
19: Deaf Expo planned for Auckland region
Deaf Expo 2 is planned to be held in Auckland on 4 September 2010.

It is expected to host a number of trade displays and exhibitions for government agencies, NGO organisations and Deaf/hearing companies to display products or services to the Deaf and hearing impaired communities prior to Deaf Awareness Week.

Where: Novotel Ellerslie Hotel, 72-112 Greenlane Rd East, Auckland 1543

For more information:

Email: Deaf.Expo.2@gmail.com
Website: www.deafexpo.co.nz
20: Waikato Health and Disability Expo 

The Waikato Health and Disability Expo is on Friday 17 and 18 September 2010. Information will be available on services and support available. Entry is free. 

The venue is Claudelands Events Centre, Hamilton

For more information:

Email: info@healthanddisability.org.nz
Website: www.healthanddisability.org.nz
21: New Zealand Council of Social Services Conference.

New Zealand Council of Social Services (NZCOSS) is calling for abstracts for their national conference, which will be held in Dunedin 17-19 November 2010. The conference themes are “Family and Community Sustainability” and “Organisation and Sector Sustainability”. There are options of making an address, running a workshop or a combination of the both.

Abstracts must be received by Friday 2 July 2010.

For more information:

Contact:
Jill Turquest

Phone: 
04 472 3364

Fax:

04 472 3964

Email:
jill@nzcoss.org.nz

Website:
www.nzcoss.org.nz
22: Family Planning Conference

The Family Planning Conference is being held in Wellington in 15-17 October 2010.  They are calling for extracts from academics, clinicians, health promoters, policy makers and researchers. Submission of abstracts close 1 July 2010.

For more information: 

http://www.familyplanning.org.nz/News/Events/Conference2010.aspx
23: Applied Ethics and Related Law for Health Professionals Study Day 19 November 2010.
This one-day Auckland event provides workshops to assist participants in their ethical decision-making. The study day is relevant to health and disability providers, registered health practitioners, managers and educators. 

Registration closes 5 November 2010.

For more information:

Contact: Moira Wright

Faculty of Health & Environmental Sciences

AUT University

Phone: 09 921 9999 ext 7763

Fax: 09 921 9780

Email: moira.wright@aut.ac.nz 
24: Access Tourism Survey to Help Plan Conference

Auckland University of Technology (AUT) and New Zealand Tourism Research Institute is planning to hold a one or two day conference in October 2010, at AUT about Access Tourism. 
Access Tourism includes tourism, hospitality, and travel for people with disabilities, seniors, and Baby Boomers who will experience increasing disability as they age.
They would like your input into some aspects of the proposed conference.

For more information: www.nztri.org.nz/accessconference
Disclaimer: The Office for Disability Issues distributes this email newsletter to share news and promote information of interest to disabled people and the disability sector. The Office is not responsible for the reliability of material provided by other sources, including links to other websites. The Office does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within this email newsletter.

Office for Disability Issues records show that you have consented to receive email updates from us. If you do not want to receive any further email updates, please send an email to odi@msd.govt.nz with 'unsubscribe' in the subject line.

To be added to the Office for Disability Issues' email list, send an email

to: odi@msd.govt.nz with 'subscribe' in the subject line.

The Office for Disability Issues is responsible for promoting and monitoring implementation of the New Zealand Disability Strategy. We provide a focus on disability issues in government, lead cross-sector policy, and provide support to the Minister for Disability Issues. You can find out more about the Office on our website: http://www.odi.govt.nz, by email at: odi@msd.govt.nz, fax: 04 918 0075 or by phone: 04 918 9573.

