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Office for Disability Issues 

Email update – 24 February 2010.

This email is a regular update from the Office for Disability Issues on our work and recent disability-related news.  Previous email updates are on our website at: 

http://www.odi.govt.nz/resources/publications/e-mail-update.html
Contents
2Part one: Office for Disability Issues and government news.


201: Message from Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for Disability Issues


302: New guidelines for organisations to certify disability assist dogs


403: Children's Day – Sunday 7 March 2010


404: More volunteers needed for Disability Survey


505: Health and Disability Commissioner updates guidance for open disclosure policies


506: Online application for Work and Income assistance


6Part two: Consultations


607: Review of Special Education 2010: discussion document


708: Auckland Social Policy Forum Discussion document


709: Implementation of the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism Act 2009: Regulations and Codes of Practice


8Part three: Nominations


810: Quality and Safety Improvement Commission


9Part four: sector news


911: Work and Your Rights in New Zealand


912: Australasian Network of Students with Disabilities


1013: Surfing in Wellington for disabled children


11Part four: Events and conferences


1114: ASD and Aspergers School Solutions Workshop


1115: Equipment Fairs – Show Your Ability – March 2010


1216: IHC to run three children’s rights seminars this year


1217: VASS Conference 23-24 June 2010 – call for papers


1318: Standards Plus Conference – call for papers


1419: Health and Disability Commissioner Medico-Legal Conference 24 March 2010, Wellington





Part one: Office for Disability Issues and government news.

01: Message from Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for Disability Issues
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One of the key areas in the New Zealand Disability Strategy is the commitment to promote opportunities for Māori experiencing disability to participate in their communities and access disability services.

In the last month a couple of initiatives have been launched, which I hope will help to support Māori disabled persons and their whānau in actively participating within their communities.

On Waitangi Day I introduced the two translations of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into Māori, by the Office for Disability Issues; one the official English text and the other is an Easy Read version. I am really pleased that there is a te reo Māori version of the Convention, as this recognises the status of te reo Māori as an official language of Aotearoa. This is significant in supporting Māori disabled people’s self determination which is a key concept enshrined in the Convention.
Having access to the Convention through the means of te reo Māori is part of our commitment to ensure that disabled people will able to independently find out about the Convention and their rights in a way that best meets their needs.

I have also been pleased to receive a report on Disability and Māori in New Zealand 2006, from the Office for Disability Issues. The report reminds us that much is to be done to ensure more Maori access disability support services, and more Māori are informed of what services and equipment they can receive. The data showed that the rate of disability is greater for Māori, and that Māori uptake of some disability supports lag behind that of non-Māori.

Another development that has occurred since the last newsletter, is that at the last meeting of the Ministerial Committee on 28 October 2009, we endorsed the establishment of a government agency Chief Executives Group to consider progress on disability Issues.

The next meeting of the Ministerial Committee takes place on 16 March 2010.
I am greatly looking forward to working with other Ministers to ensure that we take collaborative and cohesive action to improve the lives of disabled people.

Mauriora!
Na

Tariana
For more information:

- Minister Turia’s media release:

http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/disability+and+maori+new+zealand+2006
- The Convention in Māori is available at: http://www.odi.govt.nz/documents/convention/index.html
- The Convention is also available in New Zealand Sign Language, as audio files, Braille, and English Easy Read versions.
- Disability and Māori in New Zealand 2006. http://www.stats.govt.nz/Publications/SocialConditions/disability-and-maori.aspx
02: New guidelines for organisations to certify disability assist dogs

The Minister for Local Government Hon Rodney Hide announced the development of new guidelines for organisations to train and certify disability assist dogs.

A disability assist dog is trained to help disabled people, and may enter and remain in places where other dogs are prohibited to go. 

Hon Rodney Hide said” After talking with the Minister for Disability Issues, I can recommend new organisations to be authorised. This will help to ensure that people whose disabilities fall outside the scope of existing approved organisations can get a disability assist dog”.

Minister for Disability Issues, Hon Tariana Turia welcomed the initiative.

The guidelines are on the Department of Internal Affairs website:

http://www.dia.govt.nz/diawebsite.nsf/wpg_URL/Resource-material-Dog-Control-Index?OpenDocument
For more information:

Contact:
Danny Shaw, Regulatory Policy, Local Government and Community, Department of Internal Affairs

Phone
04 495 5703

Email:
Danny.Shaw@dia.govt.nz
03: Children's Day – Sunday 7 March 2010
`Praise and encouragement’ is the key theme for this year’s Children’s Day on Sunday 7 March 2010. 

Children’s Day is celebrated through events organised and hosted by local communities, and an activity kit and scrapbook have been produced to support children and families to have fun. 

This year the activity booklet is available in Braille. Copies of this can be obtained from New Zealand Royal Foundation of the Blind resource centres throughout New Zealand.

It is expected that more than 200,000 children and families will be attending events, which is the 10th anniversary of Children’s Day in New Zealand.

For more information:

Contact:
Sue Lytollis, Manager Children's Day, Child, Youth and Family

Postal:
PO Box 2620, Wellington

Phone:
04 918 9072

Email:
givingtime@childrensday.org.nz
Fax:

04 499 2649

Website:
www.childrensday.org.nz 

Freephone:
0800 10 33 22 

04: More volunteers needed for Disability Survey

Statistics New Zealand would like to thank everyone who has volunteered to help trial the Disability Survey.  They appreciate the support from people from all over New Zealand who want to help Statistics NZ to improve this important survey.
Every five years, Statistics NZ surveys disabled people to collect important information that Government and community organisations use to make decisions that affect everyone living with a disability, including their families and carers.

However, more parents and caregivers are needed to help trial questions in the child version of the questionnaire.

If you are a parent or primary caregiver of a child aged up to 15 years who has a disability or impairment they would like to hear from you or colleagues or friends who might be able to help. 
Someone from Statistics NZ can visit you, or you can come to their offices if you are in the Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch regions. The date and time will be arranged to suit you. The meeting will last about an hour, and vouchers are available to cover travel expenses.
All information you give will be kept confidential. 
For more information:

Contact:
Ninya Maubach:

Email:
ninya.maubach@stats.govt.nz

Phone:
04 931 4172 or 0800 104 744 (ask for Ninya on ext 4172)

Toll free:
0508 525 525  (by voice or through NZ Relay)
Website:
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/people/2011-disability-survey 

05: Health and Disability Commissioner updates guidance for open disclosure policies

The Health and Disability Commissioner has revised the “Guidance on Open Disclosure Policies" as at December 2009. The guidelines now apply to a wider range of health and disability service providers, and reflect developments in the area of open disclosure. They are available on HDC's website at: http://www.hdc.org.nz/files/hdc/Guidance-on-Open-Disclosure-Policies-Dec-09.pdf
For more information:
Contact:
Julia Phillips, Executive Assistant to Chief Legal Advisor, Health and Disability Commissioner 

Email:
jphillips@hdc.org.nz
06: Online application for Work and Income assistance 

Most types of forms Work and Income assistance can now be applied for on line. You can go onto the website, enter your details and it will tell you what financial assistance you may be able to get, and then you can apply for it. You will still need to make an appointment to see a case manager.

This service has been available since October 2009 and feedback has been very positive. Over 7,000 applications have been completed so far.

Future development for the online services is:
· New Zealand Superannuation eligibility assessment being available later in 2010
· appointments made by clients with Work and Income via online
· a "My Account" operating, which will allow clients to view payments, debt balances and to change basic details such as phone numbers.

For more information:

http://www.workandincome.govt.nz/online-services/apply/index.html
Part two: Consultations 

07: Review of Special Education 2010: discussion document
The Associate Minister of Special Education, Hon Heather Roy has released the Review of Special Education 2010: discussion document, for public consultation. Submissions are due by 5pm Friday 19 March 2010.

To make a submission:

Online:
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/theMinistry/Consultation/ReviewOfSpecialEducation.aspx 
Post:
Review of Special Education consultation Ministry of Education PO Box 1666 Wellington 6140

Phone:
04 463 8000
Email:
SE.review@minedu.govt.nz
Fax:

04 463 8254

08: Auckland Social Policy Forum Discussion document

The Minister for Social Development and Employment, Paula Bennett, has released a public discussion document on the Auckland Social Policy Forum.
This document discusses the main features of the Auckland Social Policy Forum (the Forum), including what it will do, how it could work, and how it might relate to the non governmental sector (NGO) and community sector. 
The closing date for feedback is Friday 21 May 2010.
The discussion document and accompanying media release are located on the Minister's parliamentary webpage below

The discussion document is available in PDF and MS Word format and can be accessed using a text-to-speech programme. 
http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/feedback+sought+auckland+social+policy+forum.

There are two ways you can send your feedback and ideas:

Email:
aucklandsocialpolicyforum@msd.govt.nz
Post:

Auckland Social Policy Forum Feedback

Ministry of Social Development Regional Policy – Auckland Office

Private Bag 68-911

Newton

Auckland 1143

09: Implementation of the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism Act 2009: Regulations and Codes of Practice 

The Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act 2009 was passed on 16 October 2009. Regulations and codes of practice need to be developed to support the Act. The Ministry of Justice has released a discussion document to invite public comment on these regulations and codes of practice.
One of the issues covered in the document is identity verification, which can be problematic for people who do not drive, or have a passport.
The discussion document can be downloaded from the Ministry of Justice website:

http://www.justice.govt.nz/publications/global-publications/a/anti-money-laundering-and-countering-financing-of-terrorism-regulations-discussion-document/anti-money-laundering-and-countering-financing-of-terrorism-regulations-discussion-document
Comments on the discussion document should be provided to the Ministry of Justice by 5pm Friday 19 March 2010, and should be sent to:

Contact:
International Criminal Law, Ministry of Justice 

Postal:
PO Box 180, Wellington 6401

Email:
international.crime@justice.govt.nz

Part three: Nominations

10: Quality and Safety Improvement Commission 

The Minister of Health, Hon Tony Ryall has established a Quality and Safety Improvement Commission to improve patient safety across the health sector:

http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/greater+focus+patient+safety
The Minister of Health is seeking nominations for eight members, including a Chairperson, of the Quality and Safety Improvement Commission, which will be established from 1 April 2010. 

Nominations close on 8 March 2010.

For more information

Website: http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/indexmh/quality-nominations 

Contact:
Joyce-Anne Raihania, Ministry of Health

Phone:
04 816 3477

Email: 
Joyce-Anne_Raihania@moh.govt.nz 

or

Contact:
Judy Small, Office for Disability Issues

Phone:
04 918 9547

Email: 
Judy.Small002@msd.govt.nz 

Part four: sector news 

11: Work and Your Rights in New Zealand

Works4 Us is an Employment Advocacy Service established by People First in 2009. The first goal of Works4Us is to continue to inform and educate all disabled workers about their employment rights.

To help achieve this goal the booklet Work and Your Rights in New Zealand has been reviewed and reprinted with the support of the Ministry for Social Development and IHC. The booklet is easy to read, in plain language and offers an introduction to work. Other resource material is also available.

Other areas Works4 Us are interested in are:

 - assist in training which includes sessions from the NZ Federation of Vocational and Support Services Inc (VASS) and the Department of Labour Inspectorate

 - talking with groups and at conferences in the Disability Sector to share information about employment for disabled workers

 - liaising with the Employers Disability Network, and

 - to continue to build on the relationships it has established with other groups in the sector particularly those who are working in the employment field.

For more information:

Contact:
Dave Wickham, People First

Postal:
P O Box 9199 Marion Street Wellington

Phone:
04 381 3242 or Call free 0800 20 60 70 

Email: 
mail@peoplefirst.org.nz 

Website: 
www.peoplefirst.org.nz
12: Australasian Network of Students with Disabilities 

The Australasian Network of Students with Disabilities (ANSWD) is inviting disabled students to take part in on line discussion groups.

ANSWD is a student organisation, which advocates, promotes and campaigns on disability issues in the tertiary education field throughout Australia and New Zealand.
ANSWD has a number of email discussion lists for disabled students, primarily designed to share information and discuss issues relevant to disabled students, education and employment.

If you are a disabled student studying, or you are planning tertiary studies in the following year, ANSWD is inviting you to join the ANSWD discussion list. 
For more information:

Email:
convenor@answd.org
Website:
www.answd.org/discussion.html
www.answd.org/blog 
www.answd.org/forum
www.twitter.com/answd 

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=184215559061
13: Surfing in Wellington for disabled children

Simon Parkin is offering a surfing experience for disabled children and their families. 

Parents/care givers will be fully responsible for their children and be expected to be involved and assist in the water with the surfing. This is intended to be a fun, recreational activity. 

Simon is a member of Disabled Surfing NZ and has over 35 years surfing experience. He is certified by International Surfing Assn (ISA) & Surfing NZ, and has completed a Surf Life Saving certificate and has current First Aid certification.

Any extra helpers on the day to get children into wetsuits and life jackets would be appreciated. Any pre-loved, but still functioning surfboards, wetsuits or lifejackets, would also be welcomed.

A koha or donation for running costs and gear is appreciated.

Venue:
Maranui End, Lyall Bay, Wellington

When: 
weekend mornings approximately 10am when the weather is calm and there is little to no swell.

Please ring about 8 am to confirm
For further Information: 

Contact:
Simon Parkin

Phone: 
04 383 6670

Mobile:
027 240 2059
Website:
www.surfcoachingwellington.co.nz/special-needs.html
Part four: Events and conferences 

14: ASD and Aspergers School Solutions Workshop 

The Autism House School Outreach Service will present a one day strategy and solution-focused workshop relevant for people on both sides of the education partnership – school (or pre-school) and home. 
This workshop is hands on and will cover practical topics such as “Successful Classrooms: What are they and how do you make one?”
The workshops will be held on the following dates:
 - Christchurch, Thursday 4 March 2010

 - Auckland, Tuesday 9 March 2010 

 - Wellington, Thursday 11 March 2010

 - Hamilton, Friday 19 March 2010

For more information:

Contact:
Villette Kolose

Postal:
Autism House, 72 Apollo Drive, Albany, PO Box 301 147, Albany 0632, AUCKLAND
Phone:
09 475 6030
Fax:

09 475 6036
Website:
www.autismhouse.org.nz
15: Equipment Fairs – Show Your Ability – March 2010

Show Your Ability brings together, under one roof on a single day, all the major suppliers of rehabilitation and home healthcare equipment. This is the perfect opportunity to learn about new technologies and solutions. There will be products on display and education seminars.
This will be of interest to Occupational Therapists, NASC assessors, Physiotherapists, Disabled People Nurses, Support Workers, ACC, Nurse Managers.

The Schedule is:
1 March – Auckland, Waitakere Trusts Stadium 9am - 3pm

2 March – Hamilton, Mystery Creek Events Centre 9am - 3pm

3 March - Palmerston North, Arena Manawatu 9am - 3pm

8 March – Christchurch, Pioneer Stadium 9am - 2pm

9 March – Dunedin, Edgar Stadium 9am - 2pm

For more information:

Email:
marketing@invacare.co.nz

Website:
https://www.invacare.co.nz/index.cfm/1,166,982,33,html/Show-Your-Ability-March-2010
16: IHC to run three children’s rights seminars this year
The IHC is running three seminars this year on children’s rights –the first being in Wellington on 23 March 2010. The seminars will focus on the need for early and sustained support for children with a disability and their families. 
This Children’s Rights seminar will hear from government and mainstream agencies that are providing early support for families who have a child with a disability. There will also be a panel of parents, talking about their experiences. 

The seminar is free to attend. If you want to join the panel of parents and/or you want to register for Wellington’s seminar:

Phone: 
04 439 4782

Email:
dannette.wilson@ihc.org.nz 

Contact:
Laura O' Donovan, Advocate, IHC Inc New Zealand 

Mob:

027 240 8391

Website: 
www.ihc.org.nz
17: VASS Conference 23-24 June 2010 – call for papers

VASS (NZ Federation of Vocational and Support Services) is calling for papers for their national conference which will be held in Auckland on 23-24 June 2010.

The conference theme is “Allies and Collaborators”. The conference seeks to explore these concepts on a variety of levels, including:

· the concept of service providers as the allies of the people they support (and their families) and what this means for the nature of the support they provide, and the relationship between ‘provider’ and ‘client’

· the increasing call for social service agencies to collaborate, with a focus on:

 - the concept of collaboration 

 - how service providers can collaborate with each other and 

 - how we can create better opportunities and outcomes for people with disabilities by collaborating and engaging with a wide range of partners and agencies in the wider community, e.g. other health and social services, schools, education providers, local councils, businesses, and government agencies. 
The deadline for abstracts to be submitted is Friday 26 February.

For more information:

Contact:
Tess Casey, Chief Executive Officer, NZ Federation of Vocational and Support Services, (VASS)

Postal:
PO Box 19209, Wellington 6149

Phone:
04 384 2000

18: Standards Plus Conference – call for papers
Standards Plus is inviting people to submit a brief proposal for the “No One Alone” conference planned for 20-22 September 2010. The conference will explore issues of isolation and loneliness in the lives of disabled people. 
Individuals and groups who wish to contribute their knowledge to this event may submit an abstract for consideration by 26 March 2010. 

Papers and presentations can include:
 - personal accounts and experiences from disabled children and adults
 - families’ perspectives and experiences

 - the perspectives and experiences of teachers, principals and others working in education

 - research on inclusive education and related topics
Proposals will be selected on their:

 - relevance to the conference theme

 - clarity of abstract

 - ability to address the breath and scope of the conference audience. 

For more information:
Contact: 
Standards Plus, P O Box 23 725, Hunters Corner,

Manukau 2155, Auckland

Email:
StandardsPlus@imaginebetter.co.nz
http://www.imaginebetter.co.nz
19: Health and Disability Commissioner Medico-Legal Conference 24 March 2010, Wellington 

The Health and Disability Commissioner is hosting a conference where some of New Zealand’s medico-legal experts will reflect on the last decade of health law. This will also be an opportunity to farewell the current Health and Disability Commissioner.

The conference programme and registration form can be accessed from the website below.

For more information:

Contact:
Julia Phillips, Executive Assistant to Chief Legal Advisor, Health and Disability Commissioner 

Email:
jphillips@hdc.org.nz
Website:
www.hdc.org.nz/education/events
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