Ministry of Transport

New Zealand Disability Strategy: Progress Report 2008-09 
and Plan 2009-2010
	Department
	Ministry of Transport 

	Action completed 2008/09
	Requirements for urban buses in New Zealand: These requirements aim to enhance the attractiveness of urban public transport vehicles in order to encourage increased usage with a particular emphasis on improving accessibility.

	The status of the action
	Direct action: actions which have an immediate impact on disabled people

	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	Does the action contribute to: 
· Accessible New Zealand



	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	Which objective(s) of the New Zealand Disability Strategy outcome does this activity support?
· Objective 8: Support quality living in the community for disabled people.

	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Which article(s) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities does this activity support?
· Article 9: Accessibility

	Links to other related strategies


	Was the action undertaken, or will it be undertaken, primarily as part of your department’s response to a related strategy such as the New Zealand Carers’ Strategy or the Positive Ageing Strategy? 

· No

If so, please identify the strategy and the specific objective(s) within it to which the action relates.

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	· Their community

	The fundamental activities to which the action relates 
	· Move around

	Funding


	What funding has been made available for this action, for this year and outyears? 

· No funding required

	Time frame
	Starting date and completed date: actual or intended:

· The requirements were developed and published by the NZ Transport Agency in December 2008. 

· The requirements come into effect on 1 January 2010. They will apply to all buses (new and used imports) that enter urban service from this date.  Some buses are already being built to the specification in advance of the requirements coming into force.
· Improvements will occur progressively. It is expected that it will take a minimum of 15 years before all buses throughout New Zealand in urban service meet the requirements. A small number of regions will have 100 percent low floor fleets in the near future for example Waikato and Canterbury.

	Delivery
	The requirements for urban buses in New Zealand are implemented by regional councils and ARTA through their contracts with operators for the provision of public transport services.

	Intended target group
	Current and future users of public transport

	Intended outcome or benefit
	Improved accessibility of the urban bus fleet

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	The implementation of these requirements will be monitored through ongoing audits from the NZ Transport Agency


	Department
	Ministry of Transport

	Further Action planned for 2009/10
	Public Transport Accessibility Audit tool research project: This audit tool enables a regional council or others to audit the accessibility of public transport. The audit identifies ‘barriers to access’ that could prevent potential users from taking a journey using public transport. 

	The status of the action
	Indirect action: an action which does not have an immediate impact on disabled people, but which will have a downstream effect

	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	Does the action contribute to: 
· Accessible New Zealand

	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	Which objective(s) of the New Zealand Disability Strategy outcome does this activity support?
· Objective 8: Support quality living in the community for disabled people

	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Which article(s) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities does this activity support?
· Article 9: Accessibility

	Links to other related strategies


	Was the action undertaken, or will it be undertaken, primarily as part of your department’s response to a related strategy such as the New Zealand Carers’ Strategy or the Positive Ageing Strategy? 

· No
If so, please identify the strategy and the specific objective(s) within it to which the action relates.

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	· Their community


	The fundamental activities  to which the action relates 
	· Move around

	Funding


	What funding has been made available for this action, for this year and outyears?
· No funding required for this research as it was commissioned in 2008/09.There has been no funding secured for the development of the audit tool and subsequent implementation of an audit.

	Time frame
	Starting date and completed date: actual or intended
· This research is expected to be complete early 2010. However, further work would be required if the audit is to be utilised. Resources are not currently allocated to this.

	Delivery
	The NZ Transport Agency commissioned this research.

	Intended target group
	This tool will help regional councils to improve accessibility to public transport

	Intended outcome or benefit
	Improved accessibility to public transport services and infrastructure 

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	The NZ Transport Agency is currently working with the researcher to determine the best means in which to measure the adoption and implementation of the guidelines and audit tool by councils, in advance of their final publication.


	Department
	Ministry of Transport 

	Further Action planned for 2009/10
	Transport Disability Advisory Group: Investigate the costs and benefits of establishing a transport disability advisory group and develop a terms of reference for this group.

	The status of the action
	Preparatory work: work which constitutes planning for future direct actions or indirect actions

	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	Does the action contribute to: 

· Accessible New Zealand

	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	Objective 5: Foster leadership by disabled people

Objective 6: Foster an aware and responsive public service

	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Which article(s) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities does this activity support? 

· Article 29: Participation in political and public life 

· Article 9: Accessibility

	Links to other related strategies


	Was the action undertaken, or will it be undertaken, primarily as part of your department’s response to a related strategy such as the New Zealand Carers’ Strategy or the Positive Ageing Strategy? 

· No
If so, please identify the strategy and the specific objective(s) within it to which the action relates.

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	· Their community

	The fundamental activities  to which the action relates 
	· Make decisions

	Funding


	What funding has been made available for this action, for this year and outyears? No funding has been made available for 2009/10 – this work will be undertaken with current staff resource

	Time frame
	Starting date and completed date: actual or intended
· Preliminary work began in July 2009, we will prepare advice and seek a decision from the Minister as to whether a group is established by March 2010

	Delivery
	The Ministry of Transport is undertaking this work

	Intended target group
	People with disabilities

	Intended outcome or benefit
	Benefits are expected if the Disability Advisory Group is implemented. Potential benefits include:

· For the disabled community more direct participation in transport policy developments

· For the Ministry of Transport a more structured consultation with the disabled community on accessible transport issues

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	As this is currently in an investigation phase assessment criteria have not yet been identified.


	Department
	Ministry of Transport

	Further Action planned for 2009/10
	Gisborne Integrated Planning Pilot: This pilot will use a mapping tool to quantify the barriers people face in accessing employment, education, shopping and recreation. Once these barriers have been identified actions will be proposed to help Gisborne’s disabled community gain better access to these opportunities.

	The status of the action
	Preparatory work: work which constitutes planning for future direct actions or indirect actions

	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	Does the action contribute to: 

· Accessible New Zealand

	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	Which objective(s) of the New Zealand Disability Strategy outcome does this activity support?
· Objective 8: Support quality living in the community for disabled people

	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Which article(s) of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities does this activity support?
· Article 31: Statistics and data collection

· Article 9: Accessibility

	Links to other related strategies


	Was the action undertaken, or will it be undertaken, primarily as part of your department’s response to a related strategy such as the New Zealand Carers’ Strategy or the Positive Ageing Strategy? 

· No.
If so, please identify the strategy and the specific objective(s) within it to which the action relates.

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	· Their community


	The fundamental activities to which the action relates 
	· Move around

	Funding


	What funding has been made available for this action, for this year and outyears? 

· The cost was $5000 ex GST in 2009/10 for mapping
· The cost to develop actions will be undertaken with current staff resource

	Time frame
	Starting date and completed date: actual or intended
· Start date: September 2009 - mapping

· Complete date: March 2010 – actions identified

· Implementation of actions is long term process that will be incorporated into Gisborne’s established planning processes.

	Delivery
	The NZ Transport Agency had commissioned the general pilot as part of their work programme. The Minister of Transport agreed that the additional work on disability access would be added. The Ministry of Transport and the NZ Transport Agency will work together to develop an action plan.

	Intended target group
	Disabled people who live in the Gisborne District

	Intended outcome or benefit
	· By identifying the barriers that disabled people face initiatives can be developed that address these barriers efficiently. 

· Information and results from the pilot can be used in other regions.

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	Indicators are being developed which will be used to measure the effectiveness of the actions taken to overcome disabled people's access to key activities in Gisborne.
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