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	Another HRC funded study is exploring the strategies and processes used by disabled men in their roles as fathers.  It aims to investigate the support and services currently available to disabled fathers and whether current policy adequately addresses their needs.
Below is a complete list of the research titles:

· Disability following injury
· Enhancing access and participation for people with disabilities

· The impact of public and private transport on the health, economic situation and social participation of physically disabled people in New Zealand

· Communication intervention for adults with intellectual disability

· Preventing injury and reducing subsequent disability outcomes

· Improving health interventions and support for mothers experiencing disability

· Working in intellectual disability services: Staff retention and turnover

· Decreasing pain, disability, waiting lists and costs of osteoarthritis

· Maori with disabilities and their whanau navigating complex support systems

· Double disability: mental disorders and comorbid physical conditions

· Research priorities identified by Mâori with disabilities and their whânau

· Enhancing participation in recreational physical activity in individuals with disability

· The implications of having a disability and ageing

· Falls in adults with physical disabilities

· Disability Research Placement Programme

· Exploring falls in people with intellectual disability

	

	The status of the action
	These pieces of research are:

· an indirect action; and

· preparatory work



	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	These actions contribute across all of the themes: 

· Modern disability supports

· Accessible New Zealand

· Contributing citizenship

	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	This HRC funded research projects cover the following objectives:

· Foster an aware and responsive public service

· Collect and use relevant information about disabled people and disability issues

· Promote participation of disabled Maori

· Promote participation of disabled women in order to improve their quality of life

· Value families, whanau and people providing ongoing support

· Progress for people with intellectual disabilities

· Support quality living in the community


	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Article 5 - Equality and non-discrimination
Article 7 - Children with disabilities
Article 8 - Awareness-raising
Article 9 - Accessibility
Article 20 - Personal mobility
Article 23 - Respect for home and the family
Article 24 - Education
Article 25 - Health
Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation
Article 27 - Work and employment
Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport
Article 31 - Statistics and data collection

	Links to other related strategies
	NA

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	Learning, Their Community and Relationships 



	The fundamental activities  to which the action relates 
	Communicate, Look after themselves and their family, Move around, Find out about things

	Funding


	$3.24m


	Time frame
	The projects range in length from 12 to 62 months, with the majority (9) being completed over a 36 month period.


	Delivery
	The projects have or are to be delivered by the following research organisations:
· University of Otago

· Auckland University of Technology

· Victoria University of Wellington

· Donald Beasley Institute

· Maori Development Research Centre



	Intended target group
	See the project titles above.   

	Intended outcome or benefit
	See the project titles above.  This is as much information as we currently have available to us.  

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	Each contract negotiated between the funding provider and the research organisation has an evaluation component built in.  
As the research projects are usually run over a number of years, we are unable to provide this information in a suitable format at this stage.  


	Department
	Ministry of Research, Science & Technology



	Action
	Vote RS&T supports several disability-related research projects. 
Foundation for Research, Science and Technology (the Foundation)
During the period from 1 July 2008 until the present, the Foundation provided funding to six research projects related to the disability area, five of which are ongoing as of June 2009.  These projects will receive a combined total of $5.14 million over their duration.  Most of the projects are aimed at assessing or developing technology that could assist disabled people in their day-to-day lives, for instance to enhance their independence.  

The Foundation is currently contracting with a company to develop a unique system that would allow visually impaired people to accurately and safely cross an open space.  
Below is a complete list of the research titles:

· Wearable assistive devices
· Augmented Humans

· Soundpost

· Research, test and evaluate bipedal robotic system components and services

· Production release development – develop current Robotic Exoskeleton (REX) prototypes

· Commander – integrated and interactive passenger management system

· Micro camera



	The status of the action
	These pieces of research are:

· an indirect action; and

· preparatory work



	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	These actions contribute across all of the themes: 

· Modern disability supports

· Accessible New Zealand

· Contributing citizenship

	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	This research covers the following objectives:

· Support quality living in the community
· Support lifestyle choices, recreation and culture



	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Article 9 - Accessibility
Article 20 - Personal mobility
Article 25 - Health
Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation
Article 27 - Work and employment
Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport


	Links to other related strategies
	NA

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	Learning, Civic Life and Their Community 



	The fundamental activities  to which the action relates 
	Communicate and Move Around

	Funding


	As outlined in the action description above, approximately $5.14 million



	Time frame
	The projects range in length from 9 to 36 months.  The earliest project began in June 2006 and finished in February 2009.  The most recent project started in April 2009 and is due to be completed in March 2012.



	Delivery
	The projects have or are to be delivered by the following research organisations:

· Massey University

· Industrial Research Limited

· Providi NZ Limited

· Smart Orthotics Limited

· TL Jones Limited
· Humanware


	Intended target group
	People who require assistive devices related to the projects.

	Intended outcome or benefit
	These projects are intended to improve the access and mobility of people with disabilities.  They are mainly technical in nature.

	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	Each contract negotiated between the funding provider and the research organisation has an evaluation component built in.  

As the research projects are usually run over a number of years, we are unable to provide this information in a suitable format at this stage.  
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