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	Action
	· Including Students with High Needs

· This project will evaluate the extent to which students with high needs are included in schools.  It will focus on students who are in the top 3 percent of special needs students, nationally. 

Inclusion involves students with high needs being substantially involved in the social, cultural, sporting and academic life of the school. 



	The status of the action
	· an indirect action: an action which does not have an immediate impact on disabled people, but which will have a downstream effect?


	Links to the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues priority themes
	· Improving disability support services
· Promoting participation by disabled people in all areas of life

· Addressing diversity of need

· Modern disability support 

· Accessible New Zealand
· Contributing citizens



	Links to NZ Disability Strategy
	· That agencies responsible for priority areas relating to health and wellbeing, disability support, employment and income, education, transport, building and housing, and for population groups that may be multiply disadvantaged, prioritise their implementation activities, in consultation with the Office for Disability Issues, other agencies, disabled people, and disabled persons’ membership organisations, to improve the life outcomes of disabled people.

The NZDS has an objective focussed solely on the inclusion of disabled students in schools.  Objective three sets out eight actions related to schools’ obligations for including students with disabilities.    

3.1 
Ensure that no child is denied access to their local, regular school because of their impairment.

3.2 
Support the development of effective communication by providing access to education in New Zealand Sign Language, communication technologies and human aids.

3.3 
Ensure that teachers and other educators understand the learning needs of disabled people.

3.4 
Ensure that disabled students, families, teachers and other educators have equitable access to the resources available to meet their needs.

3.5 
Facilitate opportunities for disabled students to make contact with their disabled peers in other schools.

3.6 
Improve schools’ responsiveness to and accountability for the needs of disabled students.

3.7 
Promote appropriate and effective inclusive educational settings that will meet individual educational needs.

3.8 
Improve post-compulsory education options for disabled people, including: promoting best practice, providing career guidance, increasing lifelong opportunities for learning and better aligning financial support with educational opportunities.



	Links to UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	1 ARTICLE 3 GENERAL PRINCIPLES outlines principles that guide the rights presented in the Convention. These are:

(a) respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and independence of persons
(b) non-discrimination

(c) full and effective participation and inclusion in society

(d) respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity

(e) equality of opportunity

(f) accessibility

(g) respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities.

2 ARTICLE 9 ACCESSIBILITY - ensure that disabled people can access their built environment, transportations, public facilities, supports, services and communication technologies 
3 ARTICLE 7 CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
The countries will:
1. Make sure that children with disabilities have the same rights as other children.
2. Make sure that what is best for the child is a priority whenever they do anything that concerns children.
3. Make sure that children with disabilities have the right to tell their opinion and that their opinion is taken into account. Make sure that children with disabilities get the help they need to tell their opinions.

4 ARTICLE 24 EDUCATION
1. The countries agree that all people with disabilities have the right to education. They will make sure that the education system, at all levels, includes people with disabilities, and that the educational system:
a. Works to make sure everyone develops their human potential, sense of dignity and self worth, and respect for human rights, freedoms and diversity;
b. Works to develop the person’s personality and talents to their fullest potential;
c. Works to make sure all people with disabilities can be involved in society.
2. To do this, the countries will make sure that:
a. People with disabilities are not excluded from education because of their disability, and children with disabilities are not excluded from free and compulsory primary and secondary education because of their disability;
b. All people with disabilities can choose education that includes them, is accessible and is in their own community;
c. Reasonable changes are made to make sure that people with disabilities get the most out of their education;
d. People with disabilities get the help they need to get the most out of their education;
e. The help for students with disabilities is given so that their individual needs are met.
3. The countries will make it possible for people with disabilities to learn social and life skills that they need to go to schools and be in the community. They will do this by:
a. Arranging that students with disabilities learn Braille or other types of communication, and that they get peer support and mentoring;
b. Teaching sign language;
c. Making sure that especially children who are blind, deaf or deafblind are educated in the most appropriate types of communication so that they get the most out of their education.




	Links to other related strategies

	· IHC – Learning Better Together
· Special Education 2000 Policy

	The life areas to which the action relates 
	· Education, Employment, Relationships.

	The fundamental activities  to which the action relates 
	· Achieving at school and work

· find out about things

	Funding


	· Within ERO baseline.

	Time frame
	· July 2009 – March 2010

	Delivery
	· Evaluation Services Unit, Education Review Office (Project Manager Robert Stratford)
· Review Officers, Education Review Office

	Intended target group
	· School Leaders,

· Minister of Education, 

· Ministry of Education,
· ODI

(Other interested parties: IHC, Inclusiveness Action Group, CCS)



	Intended outcome or benefit
	Evaluation questions have been developed to consider the ways in which schools manage the inclusion of high needs students, what issues and challenges exist for schools in enrolling and supporting the inclusion of students with high needs, and what are some specific exemplars of good practice in including students with high needs.

There will be a reporting framework for a national report.  Each section will report on ERO’s findings, in terms of how effective schools have been, and the nature of that effectiveness, the report will also include vignettes or short case studies relating particular stories of effective practice.  These case studies will provide examples to other schools in terms of including students with high needs.  



	How the effectiveness of the action will be assessed
	ERO will be seeking feedback from schools as to their use of ERO good practice reports to inform their practice.
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