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Nominations Service

In November 2006, the Office for Disability Issues’ Nominations Service started operation. It will provide the Minister for Disability Issues with appropriately skilled disabled people to nominate for appointment to government boards and committees. 
This new service will promote the visibility of disabled people in leadership positions, provide opportunities for leadership development, and increase the diversity of people on government boards and committees.

There are around 400 government boards and committees, ranging from advisory committees focusing on specialised subjects to directors of state owned enterprises. Each year, the government needs to find people with different kinds of skills and experiences to serve on the boards and committees. Often between two and three hundred nominations are received for one appointment. 

What will the Nominations Service do? 

The Nominations Service will:
· Receive requests to nominate suitably skilled people for positions on government boards 

· Maintain a database of disabled people with relevant skills and experiences to nominate from 

· Match people on the database to vacant positions 

· Notify the short listed people

· Get sign off from the  Minister for Disability Issues on possible nominations
· Send the nomination to the agency with the vacancy.

The Office has no further involvement in the process once a nomination is submitted. It is up to the appointing agency to review all its many nominations and make recommendations to its Minister. 

How do I apply to join the Nominations Service?
If you want to join the Nominations Service, you need to:

· Visit the Nominations Service section on the Office for Disability Issues website: www.odi.govt.nz
· Answer the questions in the “Skills Check List”
· If you answer “yes” to at least two of these questions, and “yes” to question 6, then download the application form, or contact us to get a hard copy of the form
· Fill in all sections of the application form

· E-mail, post or fax it to the Office. 

The Office will:
· Acknowledge receipt of your application form 

· Check your application to determine if you have the relevant knowledge and experience to be added to the database

· Check with your referee in regards to your suitability

· Advise you if you are, or are not, being added to the database

· If you are not entered on the database, you will receive emails and information about up-skilling yourself to become more board ready.

Why have a Nominations Service?

The Nominations Service aims to:

· Promote the visibility of disabled people in leadership positions.
· Increase the number of disabled people as leaders, by providing opportunities for disabled people to develop their skills and experience in leadership positions.
· Have the voices of disabled people heard at a high level where they can influence the attitudes of decision-makers. 

· Broaden the level of diversity on boards and committees to reflect the reality of New Zealand’s population.
Summary

· If you believe you are board ready, fill in the application form.

· If you have sent your CV to the Office in the past, you still need to fill in the application form to join the Nominations Service. This form has been designed to provide us with all the information we need to enter onto the database. Previous CVs received will not be forwarded for use by the Nominations Service. 
· If you are already on another Nominations Service database, then join ours too. 

· If you already hold a position on a government board or committee, please let us know as the Office is interested in knowing as much as it can about disabled people already serving on boards and committees.
· If you know of other disabled people who may be interested, encourage them to look at our website or contact the Convenor of the Nominations Service.
· If you find out about a position that has been publicly advertised, and you want to apply for it, make sure you go ahead and put your name forward yourself. Do not wait or rely on the Office to make a nomination for you.

More information

· Go to the Office website at: www.odi.govt.nz .

· Contact: Judy Small, Convenor, Nominations Service, Office for Disability Issues, 
P O Box 1556, Wellington, Phone: 04 918 9547, Fax: 04 918 0075, or Email: odi@msd.govt.nz .
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