[image: image1.png]




3 December 2004

Media Release

For Immediate Release
DISABILITY ADVISORY COUNCIL GETS GREEN LIGHT

An independent advisory council will be set up to help the government respond more effectively to the needs and issues of disabled people, the Director of the Office for Disability Issues, Jan Scown, announced today.
The Disability Advisory Council will provide advice to the government on issues facing disabled people and offer suggestions on how to make life better for them. It will be made up of disabled people and their families from across New Zealand.         

“It is timely that today, which is International Day of Disabled Persons with its theme, ‘Nothing About Us, Without Us’, we are able to announce the establishment of this Council,” said Jan Scown. 

“The Disability Advisory Council is an important step towards achieving the New Zealand Disability Strategy vision of a meaningful partnership, based on respect and equality, between disabled people and the government, communities and support agencies.”

The Council will provide regular advice and feedback on the implementation of the Disability Strategy and will ensure that its key issues are acknowledged.

“The Council will include representatives with physical, sensory, neurological, psychiatric, intellectual or other impairments. They will tell us how successful the Disability Strategy is and how their lives are improving as a result.

“What we are aiming for is a society that highly values the lives of disabled people and continually enhances their full participation,” said Jan Scown.

For further information contact:

Sharon Stephenson, Media Adviser, Ministry of Social Development

04 916 3496 or 029 231 6197  
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